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future views and designs to the real mediocrity of her circumstances." *
Confronted with this alternative of abandonment or organisation Adam Smith himself had no hesitation. " To propose that Great Britain should voluntarily give up all authority over her colonies and leave them to elect their own magistrates, to enact their own laws, and to make peace and war, as they might think proper, would be to propose such a measure as never was and never will be adopted by any nation in the world . . . The most visionary enthusiasts would scarce be capable of proposing such a measure with any serious hopes at least of its ever being adopted."
If such a separation were to take place by mutual agreement and with guarantees for free trade between the different parts of the disbanded empire, possibly this solution might be the best. The colonies, though not our subjects, in time of peace would at any rate be our good friends and give us the maximum benefit of trade, whilst in time of war they would certainly be our allies; and being left, on this supposition, to provide for their own defence, it is probable that they would be very effective allies. But this alternative of separation is rejected by Adam Smith at once on the grounds of national sentiment.
In the meantime, however, we have gone very near the accomplishment of the feat which* Adam Smith declared impossible, and have granted such
1 Book T. chap. iii.